
 Professional and 
business services 
in Oxfordshire
Where expertise 
drives growth



Join the 
Oxfordshire ecosystem
Oxford, and the surrounding region – from Banbury 
in the north to the southern border with Berkshire 
– is where academic research meets a thriving 
business community. 

Key sectors such as life sciences and energy sit alongside 
quantum, robotics, AI and future mobility. The region’s 
science and business parks, with their mix of labs, offices 
and sophisticated advanced manufacturing spaces, 
are continuing to expand. It’s where entrepreneurs, 
researchers and professionals find the perfect balance 
between carrying out stimulating work to meet the world’s 
future challenges, and a lifestyle offered by the vibrant city 
of Oxford and its peaceful surrounding countryside. It’s a 
unique combination that attracts both investment and 
exciting young talent.

Oxfordshire is well connected in every sense. Its central 
location in the UK provides easy access to London, 
the Midlands, and airports, and the East West Rail new 
trainline is due to directly link Oxford and Cambridge 
by 2030. 

An essential corner of the Golden Triangle (London, 
Cambridge, Oxford), the county is also a cornerstone of 
the UK’s growth strategy for the Oxford-Cambridge Growth 
Corridor, with its combined population of three million. 

Oxfordshire has exciting opportunities for investors and 
has seen over £3.5 billion in foreign direct investment 
since 2017. 

An academic talent pool
The University of Oxford has been ranked #1 in the world 
for a record ten years (Times Higher Education 2025). It 
is the biggest research-based university in the UK, with 
a successful record in securing investment to promote 
growth. Oxford is also Europe’s most successful university 
for turning academic research into spinout companies. 
Through its commercialisation arm, Oxford University 
Innovation (OUI), there are now over 300 active spinouts, 
contributing an estimated £3.8bn to the UK economy.1

Law, and Economics & Management, are two of the most 
popular and competitive courses at the University, and 
the professional services sector is the largest single 
destination for Oxford undergraduates. 

Oxford Brookes University, ranked among the UK’s best 
young universities, (THE Young University Rankings 2022) 
offers a variety of Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) accredited pathways and also partners with the 
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) 
to deliver a BSc in Applied Accounting alongside ACCA 
exams.

Oxford Saïd Business School, brings together business 
expertise to tackle world-scale problems, offering a wide 
range of courses and coaching to business leaders as well 
as a top-ranked MBA. 

1	  2021/22
2	  Centre for Cities, cited in Oxford Economic Profile
3	  19.7% Oxford City Council economic profile.
4	  BRES, in Oxfordshire SEP socio-economic baseline 2023.

Working in the professions
Around 71%2 of the working population of Oxford city is 
involved in knowledge-intensive activities. Finance, IT, 
business and professional services account for nearly 
a fifth of total employment in Oxford, with professional, 
scientific and technical services making up 7,784 jobs, or 
7.3% of the total.3 

Throughout the surrounding county of Oxfordshire, around 
12,000 jobs – above national average – are in head offices 
and management consultancy4 and 11,000 are in computer 
programming and consultancy. 
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Oxfordshire’s economy in numbers

£23.5bn
Oxfordshire GVA

Gross value added 2020, latest 
available. ONS Regional GVA

429,000
Total jobs in Oxfordshire

2021 Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES)

465,000
Working age population

 ONS Census 2021

32,200 
Enterprises

 2022, ONS Business Counts

Over 80%
Increase in knowledge-

intensive employment growth
 From around 16,000 jobs in 2011 to almost 29,000 

in 2021. BRES, cited in Oxfordshire SEP

46%
Business survival  

rate to year 
 Compared to 38% nationally and 43% across the South 

East. ONS Inter-Departmental Business Register.

53%
Qualified to degree level  

or above
Of working age population. UK average 

43%, OECD average 38%

https://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/
https://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfords-economy/oxfords-business-sectors


Legal services
Oxfordshire has a well-established legal sector, with 
headquartered firms as well as the offices of national and 
international practices located here. Many have particular 
depth in intellectual property, life sciences regulation, 
university and college work, spinout law, and corporate 
finance for high-growth businesses.

Firms include:

•	 Blake Morgan’s Oxford office is at Seacourt Tower, 
Botley. It is a full-service commercial firm with a national 
presence.

•	 Freeths’ growing Oxford office has over 100 members of 
staff, covering a multitude of legal disciplines. 

•	 Mills & Reeve is a national firm with a central Oxford 
office.

•	 Mishcon de Reya is an international firm headquartered 
in London. Its Oxford team is based at Oxford North. 
Sectors covered include life sciences, healthcare, space 
and defence, AI and blockchain, deep tech and quantum, 
and energy and climate, with the firm advising on 100 
fundraising and venture capital transactions in 2025. 

•	 Penningtons Manches Cooper is an Oxford-
headquartered firm with strong life sciences and IP 
practices.

•	 SE Solicitors supports business as well as private clients 
and has offices in Banbury, Bicester, Brackley, Bourne 
End and Oxford. 

Accountancy, audit and advisory
Oxfordshire has a strong mid-tier and independent 
accountancy sector, with the Big Four – PwC, Deloitte, EY, 
and KPMG – serving the region from offices in Oxford and 
towns such as Reading and Milton Keynes. 

Firms include:

•	 Gravita, formerly Critchleys.

•	 James Cowper Kreston has offices in Cumnor and 
south east England. Specialisms include technology and 
property. 

•	 Price Bailey’s Oxford office serves academic institutions, 
research organisations and high-tech companies.

•	 Shaw Gibbs is a top 35 accountancy and tax advisory 
practice providing solutions for entrepreneurial 
businesses. Its Oxford office is in Summertown and it 
has another in Thame. 

•	 Wellers offers a relationship to clients in early stages of 
growth and businesses that are maturing. It has offices 
in Thame and Oxford as well as London. 

•	 Wenn Townsend, established in Abingdon in 1876, assists 
families, charities and companies. 

•	 Whitley Stimpson has offices in Banbury and Witney. 

Wealth management 
and financial advice
Wealth management firms in Oxfordshire serve a 
distinctive client base: academics, college and university 
trusts, spinout founders realising equity, and HNW 
residents across the Cotswolds and Thames Valley.

Firms include:

•	 RBC Brewin Dolphin has an Oxford heritage going back 
40 years. It is based at Seacourt Tower. 

•	 Raymond James on Banbury Road is a branch of a global 
diversified financial services company

•	 Wren Sterling has 21 locations in the UK including 
Oxford and the Cotswolds. 

Management consultancy 
and advisory
Over 1,400 firms in Oxfordshire work in management 
consultancy. 

Firms include:

•	 Mettryx is a business advisory firm based in Henley that 
works with founder-led and scaling SMEs.

•	 Oxera started out in Oxford in 1982, and is now a leading 
economics and finance consultancy in the UK and 
beyond. It is based in Park End Street in central Oxford.

•	 Oxford People Solutions is a business management 
consultancy working with scientific business start-
ups and spinouts, combining operations management 
support with HR and Health & Safety support.

•	 Oxford Policy Management is a development and 
policy consultancy originally founded in Oxford, working 
globally with governments and funders. 

•	 OxfordSM, a strategy, planning, change and capability 
consultancy is headquartered in Oxford, serving global 
FMCG and healthcare clients.

Many consultancies operate with a few experienced 
professionals. A range of exciting micro businesses across 
Oxfordshire is listed in our Business Directory.

Banking and financial services
Oxfordshire’s banking sector is focused on corporate and 
commercial banking serving the innovation economy, with 
all major UK banks maintaining corporate teams covering 
Oxford from local or Thames Valley offices.

Innovation finance is a particular Oxfordshire strength:

•	 Longwall Ventures, a venture capital company, has 
led early-stage rounds in advanced manufacturing, life 
sciences, defence, and clean energy since 2008.

•	 Oxford Capital is a venture and growth investor.

•	 Oxford Investment Opportunity Network (OION) is 
a business angels’ network for investors and private 
companies interested in investing in spinout companies 
from the University of Oxford.

•	 Oxford Science Enterprises is a major patient capital 
investor in University of Oxford spinouts, raising a total of 
£3.25 billion and investing £947 million total cash.

•	 Oxford Technology 2 VCT focuses on investing in early 
stage and start-up technology companies. 

•	 Oxford University Innovation has raised £489.8m total 
investment, and £34.2 million seed funding. Nineteen 
new companies have been formed with OUI support.

In Oxfordshire there are… 1,443 companies 
engaged in management consultancy 
activities… 841 in business support service 
activities… 523 in professional, scientific and 
technical activities… 277 in accounting, and 
auditing activities… 217 head offices… 181 in 
engineering related scientific and technical 
consulting activities… 151 in architectural 
activities… 96 in information technology 
consultancy and 100 advertising agencies.

The Red Building at Oxford North, home of 
Mischon de Reya's Oxford team.
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https://www.blakemorgan.co.uk/location/oxford/
http://www.Freeths.co.uk/about-us/our-offices/oxford
http://www.mills-reeve.com/
https://www.mishcon.com/about/oxford
http://www.penningtonslaw.com/
https://www.se-solicitors.co.uk/solicitors-in-oxfordshire/?&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=liq-se-solicitors&scid=202179&kw=12505015&pub_cr_id=779328914565&device=c&network=g&targetid=kwd-2451260160694&loc_interest_ms=&loc_physical_ms=9045587&tc=Cj0KCQjwjb3SBhDgARIsAMKiWzidnONQpA6HSyJhn_uVGyD4j4i6NiphUHkEDvJmew73MtMuybO77ZwaAjfwEALw_wcB&rl_key=6e9f90001fce82dc7de16d3286482c7b&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23142352793&gbraid=0AAAABBx1u8oxrlO-vAPIigutoJjvPy0J1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjb3SBhDgARIsAMKiWzidnONQpA6HSyJhn_uVGyD4j4i6NiphUHkEDvJmew73MtMuybO77ZwaAjfwEALw_wcB
https://www.pwc.co.uk/
https://www.deloitte.com/uk/en.html
https://www.ey.com/en_uk
https://kpmg.com/uk/en.html
https://www.gravita.com/offices/oxford/
https://www.jamescowperkreston.co.uk/
https://www.pricebailey.co.uk/locations/oxford/
https://www.shawgibbs.com/
https://www.wellersaccountants.co.uk/pages/our-approach-business-oxygen
https://www.wenntownsend.co.uk/us/
https://www.whitleystimpson.co.uk/
https://www.brewin.co.uk/our-offices/oxford
https://oxford.raymondjames.uk.com/
https://www.wrensterling.com/location/oxford/
https://mettryx.com/
https://www.oxera.com
https://oxfordpeoplesolutions.co.uk/
https://www.opml.co.uk/
https://oxfordsm.com/
https://enterpriseoxfordshirebusiness.com/business-directory/
https://oxcp.com/
https://www.oxfordinnovationfinance.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordscienceenterprises.com/
https://impactreport2025.innovation.ox.ac.uk/


Popular locations
Grade A office space within the centre of Oxford is highly 
desirable, with prime office stock available, and this is 
where there is a concentration of legal, accountancy and 
wealth management firms. 

Several firms are located within the science-focused developments 
in and around the city. Mishcon de Reya became the first office 
tenant at Oxford North, the £1.2bn innovation district, relocating in 
spring 2026. 

Penningtons Manches Cooper and Freeths have offices in 
ARC Oxford’s science and innovation cluster. At Milton Park, 
professional services firms include RPS Group (Professional 
Services) and Benchmark (M&A). 

Witney, Banbury, Abingdon, Wantage, Henley-on-Thames are 
all established locations for professional services serving 
local economies and the wider country.

Support for existing 
professional services

“	When I started, I didn’t have much of a network in 
Oxfordshire and limited experience running a business. 
While I’ve always had good commercial sense, learning 
from others has helped me focus, grow, and develop the 
right approach. Support from Enterprise Oxfordshire 
included one-to-one mentoring, which helped me 
clarify my vision and ideal clients. Peer networking 
sessions connected me with supportive people, giving 
me confidence and ideas I’ve since implemented in 
my business. The guidance, encouragement and 
networking opportunities have been invaluable. They 
have helped me structure my business, grow a strong 
network, and feel confident in what I do. ”
Face2FaceHR

“	We specialise in leadership, communication, customer 
service, and workplace wellbeing, designing bespoke 
programmes that deliver real results for our clients. 
I wanted to explore how AI could make training more 
engaging and effective. The first coaching session 
was extremely helpful and the list of ‘to do’s’ was so 
extensive that only now are we ready to have the next 
coaching session. ”
Green Key

“	We are a specialist recruitment agency providing 
temporary and permanent staffing solutions across 
Oxfordshire and beyond. Facing significant challenges 
after the pandemic, we accessed invaluable peer-to-
peer networking, mentoring, and marketing support at 
Enterprise Oxfordshire, strengthening our leadership 
and strategic thinking through one-to-one mentoring 
sessions. ”
The Employment Group Ltd

Milton Park

Inventa
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https://www.mishcon.com
https://www.oxfordnorth.com
https://www.mishcon.com/news/mishcon-de-reya-relocates-its-oxford-team-to-new-oxford-north-premises
http://www.penningtonslaw.com/
http://www.Freeths.co.uk/about-us/our-offices/oxford
https://www.arcgroup.io/oxford/
https://www.miltonpark.co.uk/
https://www.rpsgroup.com/
https://www.benchmarkintl.com/eu/about/offices/oxford/
https://face2facehr.com/consultants/hr-consultant-abingdon/
https://www.greenkeypersonaldevelopment.com/
https://www.theemploymentgroup.co.uk/
https://www.miltonpark.co.uk/


Support for businesses 
investing in Oxfordshire
We provide comprehensive tailored assistance to help 
companies from across the world establish their new operation 
in the area.

Our Inward Investment team offers a range of support including:

•	 Identifying commercial premises and co-ordinating property viewings.

•	 Facilitating introductions to the University of Oxford and Oxford 
Brookes University.

•	 Making introductions to Oxfordshire’s science and research facilities.

•	 Connecting businesses with professional service providers, business 
support organisations and sector specific networks.

•	 Offering assistance with graduate recruitment and training support 
including apprenticeships.

•	 Providing ongoing aftercare support to Oxfordshire-based companies.

•	 Promoting investment opportunities in key sectors, clusters and 
capabilities to a global audience.

•	 Maximising investment into our Enterprise Zones.

•	 Supporting businesses to trade internationally, working with the UK 
Government Department of Business and Trade’s international trade 
advisory service.

investservice@enterpriseoxfordshire.com

www.enterpriseoxfordshire.com

https://oxfordcalling.co.uk/
mailto:investservice%40enterpriseoxfordshire.com?subject=
http://www.enterpriseoxfordshire.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/enterprise-oxfordshire/

